
What is law?



The Constitution of India
● The Union and its territory [Part I]
● Citizenship [Part II]
● Fundamental Rights [Part III]
● Directive Principles of State Policy [Part IV]
● Fundamental Duties [Part IVA]
● Union Executive, Legislature and Judiciary [Part V]
● State Executive, Legislature and Judiciary [Part VI]
● The Union Territories [Part VIII]
● The Panchayats [Part IX]
● The Municipalities [Part IXA]
● Relations between the Union and the States [Part XI]



Fundamental Rights
Part III- Fundamental Rights (Article 12-35)

Article 13. Laws inconsistent with or in derogation of the fundamental rights.

(2) “The State shall not make any law which takes away or abridges the

rights conferred by this Part and any law made in contravention of this clause

shall, to the extent of the contravention, be void.”

Remedies are provided under Article 32 and Article 226 of the Constitution.



Directive Principles of State Policy
Part IV- Directive Principles of State Policy [DPSPs]

Article 37 of the Constitution of India-

“Application of the principles contained in this Part.—The

provisions contained in this Part shall not be enforceable by any court, but the

principles therein laid down are nevertheless fundamental in the governance of

the country and it shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in

making laws.”



Fundamental Duties
Part IVA- Fundamental Duties

Article 51A. Fundamental Duties.

“(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, 
rivers and wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures; 

(h) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and 
reform;”



Acts 

● Legislations made by the Parliament of India or the State 
Legislatures.

● Examples of Central Acts and State Acts.
● Applicability of the respective laws-

“245. Extent of laws made by Parliament and by the Legislatures of 
States.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, Parliament may 
make laws for the whole or any part of the territory of India, and the 
Legislature of a State may make laws for the whole or any part of the State.”



Acts 
“246. Subject-matter of laws made by Parliament and by the Legislatures of 
States.—(1) Notwithstanding anything in clauses (2) and (3), Parliament has 
exclusive power to make laws with respect to any of the matters enumerated in List I in 
the Seventh Schedule (in this Constitution referred to as the “Union List”).

(2) Notwithstanding anything in clause (3), Parliament, and, subject to clause (1), the 
Legislature of any State 1*** also, have power to make laws with respect to any of the 
matters enumerated in List III in the Seventh Schedule (in this Constitution referred to 
as the “Concurrent List”).

(3) Subject to clauses (1) and (2), the Legislature of any State *** has exclusive power to 
make laws for such State or any part thereof with respect to any of the matters 
enumerated in List II in the Seventh Schedule (in this Constitution referred to as the 
“State List”).”



Acts 



Acts 

Q. When does a legislation becomes come into force?

a. Passed by the Legislature [Article 107, the Constitution of India].
b. Received Presidential Assent or Assent by the Governor of the State.
c. Bills reserved by the Governor of the State for the consideration of the 

President [Article 200, 201 of the Constitution of India].
d. Commencement clause in the bill [On assent/from a specific 

date/from the date of publication in the Official Gazette].

Ref: Section 5, The General Clauses Act, 1897.



Acts 



Subordinate Legislation
Article 13(3)(a)-

13. Laws inconsistent with or in derogation of the fundamental rights.—

“(3) In this article, unless the context otherwise requires,— (a) “law” includes any Ordinance, order, 
bye-law, rule, regulation, notification, custom or usage having in the territory of India the force of law;”



Rules

1. Where is the power to make Rules? Who has the 
power to make Rules?

2. Can Parliament make modifications?



Regulations

1. Where is the power to make Regulations? 

E.g.- Section 16 (2), Food Safety and Standards Act, 
2006

2. Who has the power to make Regulations?



Government Orders



Government Orders 



Circulars by the Animal Welfare Board of India [AWBI]


